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Brendan O'Leary, CV 
Lauder Professor of Political Science &  

Director of the Solomon Asch Center for the Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict 
University of Pennsylvania 

Work address: 
Asch Center, Suite 305 St. Leonard’s Court, 3819-33 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104, Tel: 215-573-0645 
E-mail: boleary@sas.upenn.edu 
 
Personal information 
Irish and European Union citizen (undergoing 
permanent residency in the USA). 
 
Professional Career 
University of Pennsylvania (2002-) 
2003-  Lauder Professor of Political Science 
2002-3   Stanley I. Sheerr Endowed Term Chair in 

the Social Sciences  
2002-  Director of the Solomon Asch Center for the 

Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict 
 
London School of Economics & Political Science 
(1983-2003) 
2000-2001  Academic Governor (elected) 
1998-2001  Chair of the Government Dept  
1996-2002  Professor of Political Science 
1992-1996   Reader in Political Science 
1990-1992   Senior Lecturer in Political Science  
1989-1990   Lecturer B in PublicAdministration 
1988:    Tenure Granted  
1985-1988  Lecturer in Public Administration 
 
Education 
 
London School of Economics & Political Science.  
PhD: The Asiatic Mode of Production: Oriental 
Despotism, Historical Materialism, and Indian 
Historiography.  1988. Winner of the Robert 
McKenzie Memorial Prize. 
Examiners: Profs. Ernest Gellner (Cambridge) and 
Nicos Mouzelis (LSE). 
 
Oxford University, Keble College.  
BA:  Philosophy, Politics and Economics, First Class 
Honors, 1981.  
Winner Open Scholarship, 1977-81. 
 
St MacNissi’s College, Northern Ireland.  
3 GCE A Levels, 1976. Winner of the Joint 
Association of Classical Teachers Prize for First 
Place in Ancient History.  
11 GCE O Levels, 1973-5.  
 
Primary Schools  
Multiple: including Eden, Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim, 
Kirkistown, Cloughey, Co. Down, Strawberry 

Hill/Sunday’s Well  School, Cork, and various 
schools in Kaduna, Nigeria. 
 
Prizes  and Certificates 
Robert McKenzie Memorial Prize, PhD (1988).  
European Consortium for Political Research Summer 
School on Data Analysis, Essex University (1982). 
Open scholarship, Keble College, Oxford University 
(1977-1981). 
Production Management Course,  N.I.  Manpower 
Services (1977).  
Winner,  Queen’s University Belfast/ Northern Bank 
Northern Ireland  Schools Debating Competition  
(Pairs, 1975). 
Winner,  Best Individual Speaker, Irish Times / 
Trinity College,  Dublin University,  All-Ireland 
Schools Debating Competition (1975). 
 
Teaching experience  
 
PhD Supervision and examining   
PhD examinable courses at Penn: 
National and Ethnic Conflict Regulation, 2002- 
Learning to be an Academic, 2003- 
Federal Failures and Successes, 2005- 
Theses: Supervised 25 completed PhDs at the LSE 
1986-2003.  
PhD Examiner at Universities of London, Oxford, 
National University of Ireland,  Queen’s University, 
Belfast, University of Toronto. 
 
MSc Teaching  
LSE: Program Convenor Comparative Politics, 
(1994-8). 
Comparative Politics Courses:  National and Ethnic 
Conflict Regulation, States, Democracy and 
Democratization,  Nations, Nationalism, & National 
Self-Determination, Government and Politics of 
Ireland. 
Public Policy Courses:  Comparative Administrative 
Systems, Theories of the State and Policy-Making 
Administrative Theories, Organization Theory 
 
BSc Teaching  
Courses at Penn:  Power-Sharing (Ben Franklin 
Seminar) 2005-, National and Ethnic Conflict 
Regulation 2005-. National and Ethnic Conflict in 
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Great Britain and Ireland, 2004, National, Ethnic and 
Communal Conflict, 2003, Introduction to Political 
Science 2003, Nationalism and National Self-
Determination, 2002 
Courses at LSE:  Introduction to Political Analysis , 
Nations and Nationalism, Voters, Parties and 
Electoral Systems , Modern Politics and Government 
with special reference to the UK, Comparative 
Political Analysis, Comparative Public 
Administration  
 
Impact on Teaching: My publications have been used as university 
reading materials in courses on ethnic conflict in a number of countries, 
inter alia the United States (including Yale; Princeton; U. of California; 
Virginia Tech; SUNY; Washington State, U Penn), Canada (including U. of 
Toronto and U of British Columbia), Great Britain (including LSE; Oxford; 
Warwick; Birkbeck; Keele; Teeside; Surrey; Stirling),  Ireland (including 
Trinity College Dublin; University College Dublin; Queen’s Univ. Belfast;  
Univ. of Ulster), as well as in universities in Germany, Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway, Hungary, Bosnia, Croatia, South Africa, and Singapore.   
 
Administrative experience 
Director (Political Science) of the Solomon Asch 
Center for the Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict, 2002- 
 
Academic Governor (elected), Member of Governing 
Council of LSE, 2000-1. 
 
Convenor (Head or Chair in the American sense) of 
the Government Department, LSE, elected 1998-
2001, responsible for academic leadership in 
research, appointments, mentoring, personnel 
planning, and the budget. 
 
Suntory and Toyota Centre for International 
Economics and Related Disciplines, LSE, Planning 
Committee (1995-); co-responsible for allocation of 
grants and holding officers of STICERD to account. 
 
Academic Staff Development Officer, LSE (1992-
95): development of programs for tenure-track staff  
as researchers, teachers and administrators. 
 
Committees, LSE: Standing Sub-Committee on 
Appointments, Information Systems and Planning 
Information Technology, Publications, 
Undergraduate Studies and Accommodation  
 
Erasmus Programs: Coordinator for MSc and BSc 
programs in the Government Department. 
 
Professional memberships 
American Political Science Association  
Association for the Study of Nationalities 
International Political Science Association 
Irish Political Studies Association 
 

Extended visits to other Universities 
Visiting Professor, University of Pennsylvania, 
(2001-2). 
Visiting Professor, University of Western Ontario, 
Canada (1995-96). 
Visitor, Universities of Western Ontario and 
Waterloo, Canada (1994).  
Visiting Research Scholar, University of Uppsala, 
Sweden (1991). 
Visiting Lecturer sponsored by the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of Canada, to visit 
eight universities and colleges (1991). 
 
Major external academic work 
Advisory Council of the Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies, University of London, (1999-2001). 
External Examiner:  at University College Dublin 
(1997-9); University of Edinburgh (1997-9); and 
Dublin City University (1994-7). 
 
Editorial board memberships  
Ethnic and Racial Studies, Editorial Board and 
Committee, 1989-97 
International Journal of Diversity in Organizations, 
Communities and Nations, International Advisory 
Board, 2003- 
Irish Information Partnership, 1989-91. 
JEMIE (Journal on Ethnopolitics and Minority Issues 
in Europe), International Editorial Board, 2002- 
Journal of Ethnopolitics, International Editorial 
Board, 2001- 
Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, Editorial Advisory 
Board, 2005- 
Nations and Nationalism, International Advisory 
Board, 1994-2003 
Peace and Conflict Studies Editorial Advisory Board, 
2002- 
 
Journal editor 
Public Administration, Jt. Editor, 1988-89. 
LSE Quarterly, Co-editor, 1988-89. 
Politics, Commissioning Editor & Editorial Board, 
1985-88. 
 
External advisory work 
 
International constitutional advisor to the Kurdistan 
National Assembly and Government,  responsible for 
advising on constitutional reconstruction of Iraq and 
Kurdistan (2004-), with special responsibility for 
federal arrangements and electoral laws, resident in 
Hewler, Kurdistan, Jan-June 2004, resident in Iraq 
and an advisor to Kurdistan in the drafting of Iraq’s 
permanent constitution (summer 2005). 
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Trustee Board member of International Alert 
(London), (2005- ) 
 
Consultant to Department of International 
Development (UK), responsible for advising on the 
management of coalition governments, KwaZulu 
Natal, Republic of South Africa (2000-1). 
 
Consultant to EU-UN project on Reconstructing 
Somalia (1995-), specific responsibility for sections 
on power-sharing, federalism, human rights, and 
electoral systems.   
 
Co-drafter of Constitutional Charter for the State of 
Puntland. 
 
Political Advisor to Dr Marjorie Mowlam MP, 
Shadow Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, and 
to Kevin McNamara MP, Shadow Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland (1988-95). 
 
Irish peace process activities: Policy advisor to the 
British Labour Party (1988-1995); Informal advisor 
to Americans promoting peace in Ireland (1993-);  
Author of multiple constitutional and policy 
memoranda to Parties and Governments (1994-); 
submission to Patten Commission, meeting with Mr 
Patten, testimony on Patten Report to the Helsinki 
Commission before the US House of Representatives  
(1998-2000); Guest at the White House (March 17 
1998, May 24-26 1995, March 17 1994); Occasional 
participant in the British-Irish Association (1990-). 
 
Broadcasting and journalism 
 
Regular broadcaster for BBC Radio 4’s Analysis 
(1992-2001),  highlights include being Presenter, Co-
presenter and co-author of eight radio documentaries:  
Fair Cops, Peace in our Time?, The Hand of 
History?, Bringing Rights Back Home, Splitting the 
State?, Breaking the Logjam (nominated for a Sony 
Prize), Renewing the Peace Process?, Beyond the 
Cease-fire, The Fate of Nations, A Place Apart? 
 
Regular broadcaster on British, Irish, American, 
European, and Japanese networks, especially on 
topics in British and Irish politics, including the 
following networks:  UK: BBC (all units), ITN, 
Channel 4, BSkyB and multiple local stations; 
Ireland: RTE and local stations; USA: ABC, CBS, 
NBC, CNN, Voice of America, NPR; Other 
international: ABC (Aus), CBC (Can), NHKm and 
multiple European networks. 
 
Regular op-ed writer for Irish, British and American 
newspapers, including the  

Financial Times (London)  
Fortnight (Belfast) 
Globe & Mail (Canada) 
Guardian (London)  
IlSol-24Ore (Italy)  
Independent (London) 
Irish Independent (Dublin)  
Irish News (Belfast)  
Irish Times (Dublin)  
Los Angeles Times  
Pennsylvania Gazette 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
Scotsman (Edinburgh)  
Sunday Business Post (Dublin) 
Sunday Press (Dublin) 
Sunday Tribune (Dublin) 
Washington Times 
 
Guardian Celebrity Scholar, June 18 1996. 
 
Organized design and commissioning of a UMS 
opinion poll for Newsnight BBC2, May 1996 (with 
Geoffrey Evans).  
Investigator and co-presenter of ‘Northern Ireland’, 
The Big Picture Show, October Films, Channel 4, 
July 1992. 
 
Current Research activities 
Power-sharing systems, especially in consociations 
and pluralist federations. 
Nationalism; national and ethnic conflict-regulation; 
national self-determination. 
National, ethnic and communal violence. 
Democracy, democratization and electoral systems. 
Iraq’s constitutional process. 
Editor-in-Chief, Routledge’s Encyclopedia of Ethnic 
Conflicts. 
 
Recent Research Grants/Fellowships 
McGill University – for conference on Comparing 
Ireland & Finland 
MacArthur Grant – for Conference on Managing 
Ethnic Conflicts in Africa 
Rockefeller Foundation residential fellowship 
Bellagio, Italy, September-October 2002, to draft 
monograph. 
United States Institute of Peace, award with Professor 
John McGarry to complete research for a book on 
national and ethnic conflict regulation. 
United States Social Science Research Council, joint 
holder of grant supervised by Professor Ian S. Lustick 
of University of Pennsylvania, for program on 
‘Rightsizing the State: The Politics of Moving 
Boundaries’. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books/Collections 
1. 2006 in press (with Marianne Heiberg and John 

Tirman (eds.) Terror, Insurgency and the State: 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press). 

2. 2005 (with John McGarry and Khaled Salih) 
(eds.) The Future of Kurdistan in Iraq 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press). 

3. 2004. (with John McGarry) The Northern 
Ireland Conflict: Consociational Engagements 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

4. 2001. (with Ian S. Lustick and Tom Callaghy) 
editors. Right-Sizing the State: The Politics of 
Moving Borders (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press), pp. 429. 

5. 1999. (with John McGarry). Policing Northern 
Ireland: Proposals for a New Start. pp. 146 
(Belfast: Blackstaff Press). 

6. 1996 / 1993. (with John McGarry). The Politics 
of Antagonism: Understanding Northern Ireland. 
London & Atlantic Heights, N.J.: Athlone, pp 
358. Second and updated edition: 1996. [Short-
listed for the Ewart-Biggs Memorial prize 1994, 
and commended by the judges], 3rd  edition 
under preparation. 

7. 1995. (with John McGarry). Explaining Northern 
Ireland: Broken Images. Oxford, England, 
Cambridge, Mass: Basil Blackwell, pp. 533. 
Reprinted twice. 2nd edition under preparation. 

8. 1995. (with John McGarry), editors. State of 
Truce: Northern Ireland after Twenty-Five Years 
of War. Special Issue of Ethnic and Racial 
Studies. 18, 4, pp. 166. 

9. 1993. (with Tom Lyne, Jim Marshall, and Bob 
Rowthorn). Northern Ireland: Sharing Authority. 
London: Institute of Public Policy Research, 
pp.155. 

10. 1993. (with John McGarry), editors. The Politics 
of Ethnic Conflict Regulation: Case Studies of 
Protracted Ethnic Conflicts. London & New 
York: Routledge, pp. 321. 

11. 1990. (with Patrick Dunleavy and R.A.W. 
Rhodes), editors.  Prime Minister, Cabinet, and 
Core Executive.  Public Administration. 68, 1, 
pp. 140. 

12. 1990. (with) John McGarry, editors. The Future 
of Northern Ireland. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, pp 376. Foreword by Arend Lijphart. 

13. 1990. editor. Jack Watson's World History Since 
1945. London: John Murray, pp. 545.  

14. 1989. The Asiatic Mode of Production. Oxford 
and New York: Basil Blackwell, pp. 394. 
Foreword by Ernest Gellner. [Selected as one of 
202 central works of sociology in the 20th 

century in the digest Schlüsselwerke der 
Soziologie, eds. S. Papcke & G.W. 
Oesterdiekhoff (eds.) (Berlin: Westdesutscher 
Verlag, 2001, pp. 372-4)] 

15. 1987. (with Patrick Dunleavy). Theories of the 
State: The Politics of Liberal Democracy. 
London and New York: Macmillan and Meredith 
Press, pp. 382. Reprinted 8 times.  [Chinese 
Translation: 1994. Taiwan: Wu Nan Book 
Company Ltd.]; [Lithuanian translation 1999: 
Vilnius, Eugrimas] [Hungarian translation 2003]; 
[Romanian translation in progress]; Arabic 
translation in progress. 

 
Books in preparation/under contract 
1. Encyclopedia of Ethnic Conflicts (Routledge), 

Editor-in-Chief.  
2. (with John McGarry) Understanding Northern 

Ireland: From Antagonism to Consociation, 
2006 (Routledge). 

3. (with John McGarry) Explaining Northern 
Ireland 2nd edition, 2006 (Blackwell) 

4. (with John McGarry). How States Manage 
Nations, (project funded by USIP). 

5. The Belfast Agreement: The Second Peace by 
Ordeal (Oxford University Press).  

6. National Self-Determination (Oxford University 
Press). 

 
Articles in Journals  
1. 2006 (with John McGarry).  ‘Consociational 

Theory, Northern Ireland’s Conflict and its 
Agreement: 1. What Consociationalists Can 
Learn from Northern Ireland’, Government & 
Opposition: An International Journal of 
Comparative Politics,  41, 1: 43-63.  

2. 2006 (with John McGarry).  ‘Consociational 
Theory, Northern Ireland’s Conflict and its 
Agreement: 2. What Critics of Consociation  Can 
Learn from Northern Ireland’, Government & 
Opposition: An International Journal of 
Comparative Politics, 41, 2:   

3. 2005. ‘Mission Accomplished? Looking Back at 
the IRA’, Field Day Review (March-April), 1,1: 
216-46. 

4. 2005. (with Bernard Grofman and Jorgen Elklit), 
‘Divisor Methods for Sequential Portfolio 
Allocation in Multi-Party Executive Bodies: 
Evidence from Northern Ireland and Denmark’, 
American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 49, 
No. 1 (January), pp. 198–211. 

5. 2004. (with John McGarry). ‘Stabilizing the 
Northern Ireland Agreement’, Political 
Quarterly, 75, 3 (July-September), 213-225. 
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6. O'Leary B. 2003. ‘Consociation: Refining the 
Theory and a Defense’. International Journal of 
Diversity in Organizations, Communities and 
Nations 3: 693-755 

7. 2003. ‘Engagements in Comparative Politics: 
Kant, Machiavelli, the Webbs & Us’. APSA-CP 
Newletter 14: 19—22 

8. 2003. ‘Status Quo Patriotism’, New Left Review, 
2nd series, 23 (Sept-Oct), 100-4.  

9. 2002. ‘In Praise of Empires Past: Myths and 
Method of Kedourie’s Nationalism’, New Left 
Review  2nd series, 18 (Nov-Dec), 106-30 

10. 2002. (with Paul Mitchell and Geoffrey Evans) 
‘The 2001 Elections in Northern Ireland: 
Moderating ‘Extremists’ and the Squeezing of 
the Moderates’,  Representation, 39, 1: 23-36.  

11. 2001. ‘The Protection of Human Rights under 
the Belfast Agreement’,  Political Quarterly 72 
(3 (July-September)): 353-65. 

12. 2001. (with Paul Mitchell and Geoffrey Evans) 
‘Northern Ireland: Flanking Extremists Bite the 
Moderates and Emerge in Their Clothes.’ 
Parliamentary Affairs 54(4): 725-742. 

13. 2001. ‘An Iron Law of Nationalism and 
Federation?  A (neo-Diceyian) theory of the 
Necessity of a Federal Staatsvolk, and of 
Consociational Rescue. The 5th Ernest Gellner 
Memorial Lecture’. Nations and Nationalism 7 
(3): 273-96. 

14. 2000. (with Geoffrey Evans) ‘Northern Irish 
Voters and the British-Irish Agreement: 
Foundations of a Stable Consociational 
Settlement?’  Political Quarterly, 71, 1 (January-
March), 78-101. 

15. 1999. ‘The Nature of the Agreement’.  Fordham 
Journal of International Law 22, 4:1628-67. 

16. 1999. ‘The Nature of the British-Irish 
Agreement’ New Left Review 233: 66-96. 

17. 1999. ‘The 1998 British-Irish Agreement: 
Consociation Plus’ Scottish Affairs No. 26, 1-22 
(Winter). 

18. 1998. ‘The Implications for Political 
Accommodation in Northern Ireland of 
Reforming the Electoral System for the 
Westminster Parliament’, Representation, 35, 2-
3: 106-113 

19. 1997. ‘The Conservative Stewardship of 
Northern Ireland 1979-97: Sound-Bottomed 
Contradictions or Slow Learning?’  Political 
Studies 45, 4: 663-76 

20. 1997. (with Geoffrey Evans).  ‘The 1997 
Westminster Election in Northern Ireland: La Fin 
de Siècle, The Twilight of the Second Protestant 
Ascendancy and Sinn Féin’s Second Coming’ 
Parliamentary Affairs, 50, 4: 672-80. 

21. 1997. ‘On the Nature of Nationalism: A Critical 
Appraisal of Ernest Gellner's Writings on 
Nationalism’.  British Journal of Political 
Science 27 (2): 191-222. 

22. 1997. (with Geoffrey Evans).  ‘Frameworked 
Futures: Intransigence and Flexibility in the 
Northern Ireland Elections of May 30 1996’. 
Irish Political Studies, 12, pp. 23-47. 

23. 1997. (with Geoffrey Evans).  ‘Intransigence and 
Inflexibility on the Way to Two Forums. The 
Elections to the Northern Ireland Peace Forum 
May 1996 and Public Opinion’. Representation 
34, 3-4: 208-18  

24. 1996. (editor of) ‘Symposium on David Miller’s 
On Nationality’, Nations and Nationalism, 2, (3), 
including item below, 

25. 1996. ‘Insufficiently liberal and insufficiently 
nationalist’.  Nations and Nationalism 2 (3): 444-
452.  

26. 1996. (with John McGarry). ‘Proving our Points 
on Northern Ireland (and giving reading lessons 
to Dr Dixon)’. Irish Political Studies 11: 142-
154. 

27. 1995. ‘Afterword: What is framed in the 
Framework Documents?’  Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 18 (4): 862-72. 

28. 1995. ‘Introduction: Reflections on a Cold 
Peace’.  Ethnic and Racial Studies 18 (4): 695-
714. 

29. 1995. (with John McGarry).  ‘Five Fallacies: 
Northern Ireland and the Liabilities of 
Liberalism’. Ethnic and Racial Studies 18 (4): 
837-61. 

30. 1994. (with John McGarry).  ‘The Political 
Regulation of National and Ethnic Conflict’. 
Parliamentary Affairs 47 (1): 94-115. 

31. 1993. ‘Affairs, Partner Swapping and Spring 
Tides: The Irish General Election of 1992’.  West 
European Politics 16 (3). 

32. 1992. ‘Public Opinion and Northern Irish 
Futures’.  Political Quarterly 63 (2): 143-70. 

33. 1992.‘What are Public Lawyers For?’  Oxford 
Journal of Legal Studies 12 (3): 404-18. 

34. 1991. ‘An Taoiseach.  The Irish Prime Minister’. 
West European Politics 14 (2): 131-62. 

35. 1990. ‘Solving Northern Ireland?’  
Contemporary Record 4 (1 & 2): 19-22 & 8-11. 

36. 1990. (with Patrick Dunleavy and George Jones).  
‘Prime Ministers and the Commons: Patterns of 
Behavior, 1868 to 1987’. Public Administration 
68 (1): 123-40. 

37. 1990. (with John McGarry).  ‘Northern Ireland's 
Future: What is to be done?’ Conflict Quarterly 
10 (2): 42-62. 

38. 1990. (with John Peterson). ‘Further 
Europeanization and Realignment. The Irish 
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General Election of June 1989’. West European 
Politics 13 (1): 124-36. 

39. 1990. ‘Setting the Record Straight: A Comment 
on Cahill's Country Report on Ireland’.  
Governance 3 (1): 98-104. 

40. 1989. ‘The Limits to Coercive 
Consociationalism in Northern Ireland’.  
Political Studies 37 (4): 452-68. 

41. 1987. ‘The Anglo-Irish Agreement: Folly or 
Statecraft?’  West European Politics 10 (1): 5-
32. 

42. 1987. ‘British Farce, French Drama, and Tales of 
Two Cities: Reorganizations of Paris and 
London Governments, 1957-86’.  Public 
Administration 65 (4): 367-89. 

43. 1987. ‘The Odyssey of Jon Elster’. Government 
& Opposition: An International Journal of 
Comparative Politics  22 (4): 48-98. 

44. 1987. ‘Towards Europeanization and 
Realignment?  The Irish General Election, 
February 1987’. West European Politics 10 (3): 
455-65. 

45. 1987. ‘Why was the GLC abolished?’  
International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research 11 (2): 193-217. 

46. 1985. ‘Is There a Radical Public 
Administration?’  Public Administration 63 (3): 
345-52. 

47. 1985. ‘Explaining Northern Ireland: A Brief 
Study Guide’.  Politics 5 (1): 35-41. 

 
Chapters in Books 
1. 2006. (with John Tirman), “Introduction: 

Thinking About Terrorism, Insurgency and 
States” in Marianne Heiberg, Brendan O’Leary 
and John Tirman (eds.) Terror, Insurgency and 
the State (Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press). 

2. 2006 “The IRA” in Marianne Heiberg, Brendan 
O’Leary and John Tirman (eds.) Terror, 
Insurgency and the State (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press). 

3. 2006. (with Andrew Silke), “Conclusion.  
Understanding & Ending Persistent Conflicts: 
Bridging Research and Policy” in Marianne 
Heiberg, Brendan O’Leary and John Tirman 
(eds.) Terror, Insurgency and the State 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press). 

4. 2006. (with John McGarry), “Stabilizing 
Northern Ireland’s Agreement”, in R. Osborne, 
C. Knox and P. Carmichael (eds.) Devolution 
and Constitutional Change in Northern Ireland 
(Manchester: Manchester University Press). 

5. 2005. “Foreword: The Realism of Power-
Sharing”, to Michael Kerr’s Imposing Power-

Sharing: Conflict and Co-existence in the 
Lebanon (Dublin: Irish Academic Press). 

6. 2005. ‘Debating Consociation: Normative and 
Explanatory Arguments’. In From Power-
Sharing to Democracy: Post-Conflict Institutions 
in Ethnically Divided Societies, edited by S. J. R. 
Noel. Toronto: McGill-Queens University Press. 

7. 2005, (with John McGarry), “Federation as a 
Method of Ethnic Conflict-Regulation”, In From 
Power-Sharing to Democracy: Post-Conflict 
Institutions in Ethnically Divided Societies, 
edited by S. J. R. Noel. Toronto: McGill-Queens 
University Press. 

8. 2005. (with Khaled Salih). ‘The Denial, 
Resurrection and Affirmation of Kurdistan’, in 
Brendan O’Leary, John McGarry and Khaled 
Salih (eds.) The Future of Kurdistan in Iraq 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press), 
pp. 3-43. 

9. 2005. ‘Power-Sharing, Pluralist Federation and 
Federacy in Brendan O’Leary, John McGarry 
and Khaled Salih (eds.) The Future of Kurdistan 
in Iraq (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press), pp. 47-91. 

10. 2005. ‘Negotiating a Federation in Iraq’ (with 
Karna Ekland and Paul R. Williams) in Brendan 
O’Leary, John McGarry and Khaled Salih (eds.) 
The Future of Kurdistan in Iraq (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press), pp. 116-42. 

11. 2005. “Afterword”, in Brendan O’Leary, John 
McGarry and Khaled Salih (eds.) The Future of 
Kurdistan in Iraq (Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press). 

12. in press: ‘Conceptual Prologue: Two Emergent 
Types of Complex Power-Sharing Settlements’, 
in Marc Weller (ed) Title to be fixed, Volume 2, 
Carnegie-ECMI Project on Resolving Self-
Determination Disputes. 

13. in press. ‘Complex Power-Sharing in Northern 
Ireland’, in Marc Weller (ed) Title to be fixed, 
Volume 1, Carnegie-ECMI Project on Resolving 
Self-Determination Disputes. 

14. 2004. ‘Political Science’, in The  Routledge 
Social Science Encyclopedia 3 (eds.) Adam and 
Jessica Kuper (London: Routledge) 

15. 2004. ‘Consociation’, in  The  Routledge Social 
Science Encyclopedia 3 (eds.) Adam and Jessica 
Kuper (London: Routledge) 

16. 2004. ‘Partition’, in The  Routledge Social 
Science Encyclopedia 3 (eds.) Adam and Jessica 
Kuper (London: Routledge, 2004) 

17. 2004. ‘The State’, in  The  Routledge Social 
Science Encyclopedia 3 (eds.) Adam and Jessica 
Kuper (London: Routledge) 

18. 2004. The Anglo-Irish Agreement: Folly or 
Statecraft?  In The Northern Ireland Conflict: 
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Consociational Engagements, J. McGarry and B. 
O'Leary. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  62-
96. 

19. 2004. The Conservative Stewardship of Northern 
Ireland: Sound-bottomed Contradictions or Slow 
Learning?  In The Northern Ireland Conflict: 
Consociational Engagements, J. McGarry and B. 
O'Leary.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.  194-
216. 

20. 2004. The Labour Government and Northern 
Ireland, 1974-9.  In The Northern Ireland 
Conflict: Consociational Engagements, J. 
McGarry and B. O'Leary.  Oxford: Oxford 
University Press.  194-216. 

21. 2004. The Limits to Coercive Consociationalism 
in Northern Ireland.  In The Northern Ireland 
Conflict: Consociational Engagements, J. 
McGarry and B. O'Leary.  Oxford: Oxford 
University Press.  97-131. 

22. 2004. The Nature of the Agreement.  In The 
Northern Ireland Conflict: Consociational 
Engagements, J. McGarry and B. O'Leary.  
Oxford: Oxford University Press.  260-93. 

23. 2004. The Protection of Rights under the Belfast 
Agreement.  In The Northern Ireland Conflict: 
Consociational Engagements, J. McGarry and B. 
O'Leary.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.  352-
70. 

24. 2004. (With John McGarry) Introduction: 
Consociational Theory and Northern Ireland.  In 
The Northern Ireland Conflict: Consociational 
Engagements, J. McGarry and B. O'Leary.  
Oxford: Oxford University Press.  1-61 

25. 2004. Five Fallacies: Northern Ireland and the 
Liabilities of Liberalism.  In The Northern 
Ireland Conflict: Consociational Engagements, 
J. McGarry and B. O'Leary.  Oxford: Oxford 
University Press.  167-93 

26. 2004. Northern Ireland.  New Labour, Old 
Labour.  Ed. Kevin Hickson and Seldon, 
Anthony.  London, Routledge: 240-259. 

27. 2003. ‘What States Can Do with Nations: An 
Iron Law of Nationalism and Federation’, in 
John A. Hall, John Ikenberry, and T.V. Paul 
(eds.)  The Nation-State in Question (Princeton 
University Press, chapter 2). 

28. (with John McGarry) 'Five Fallacies: Northern 
Ireland and the Liabilities of Liberalism', in J. 
Stone and D. Rutledge (eds.) Race and Ethnicity 
in Global Society, Oxford: Basil Blackwell, pp. 
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discussion on pp. 133-6. 
4.  1998. The 1998 British-Irish Agreement: 
Consociation Plus (London: Constitution Unit, UCL 
School of Public Policy). 
5. 1994. ‘On the Nature of Nationalism: An 
Appraisal of Ernest Gellner's Writings on 
Nationalism’.  Papers in Political Economy, 
University of Western Ontario 47: 1-40. 
6.  1991. (with Patrick Dunleavy). 
‘Összefoglalva az államról szóló vitát’. Társadalmi 
Szemle xlvi: 59-68. [translation of ch. 7 of Theories 
of the State: The Politics of Liberal Democracy ]. 
7.  1991. ‘Elóadás Erdélyben’. Pro Minoritate 
2-3. 
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D.C. September 2005, and October 2004, and Cuenca, Spain, 
SSRC-NUPI conference. 
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46. The Double Protection of Rights – The Novelty of the British-Irish 
Agreement 1998, Sampol Comparative Politics Conference on 
Human Rights in Modern Democracies, University of Bergen, 
October 21, 1998. 
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Address to UWO Political Economy Seminar Group, London, 
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57. Ernest Gellner’s Theory of Nationalism, University of Notre Dame, 
USA, December 1995, Queen’s University, Belfast, May 1996. 
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58. Explaining Political Violence and Its Current Termination in Northern 
Ireland, Trinity College, Hartford Connecticut, USA, October 1995; 
Duke University, USA, November 1995. 

59. State Repression and Ethnic Insecurity, Keynote Address to the 
Annual Conference of the Association for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Nationalism, London School of Economics and Political Science, 
London, England, UK, March 1995. 

60. Explaining Political Violence and Its Current Termination in Northern 
Ireland, University of Cornell, USA, March 1995. 

61. The Framework Documents, University of North London, London, 
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Cornell, University of Notre Dame, USA, March 1995. 
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Determination, International Political Science Association, Berlin, 
Germany, August 1994. 
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Ireland, January 1994. 
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Public Policy Research, October 1993. 
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70. The Future of Multi-Ethnic States and a Taxonomy of Modes of 
Regulating Ethnic Conflict, Human Rights Centre, University of 
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72. The Results of the JRRT poll in Great Britain, Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland, British-Irish Association, Cambridge, 
England, UK, September 1991. 

73. Nine Ways of Regulating Ethnic Conflict, Fides  Summer School, 
Transylvania, Romania, July 1991. 

74. Modes of Regulating Ethnic Conflict, University of Uppsala, 
Sweden, March 1991. 

75. Explaining Northern Ireland - public lecture delivered at Huron 
College, King’s College and University of Western Ontario, the 
University of Alberta, the University of Calgary, York (Toronto) 
University, St Francis Xavier University  Antogonish, and 
Newfoundland (Canada, February 1991). 

76. The Fall of Margaret Thatcher- public lecture delivered at the 
Universities of Western Ontario, Alberta and Calgary (Canada, 
February 1991). 

77. An Taoiseach: The Irish Prime Minister, Political Studies 
Association of Ireland, Cork, October 1990. 

78. The Limits to Hegemonic Control: British and Irish State- and 
Nation-Building Failure in Northern Ireland, 1920-1972,  European 
Consortium for Political Research, Paris, April 1989. 

79. ‘British Policy on Northern Ireland since Hillsborough, Joint 
Convention of British International Studies Association and the 
International Studies Association, London, March 29-April 2 1989. 

80. The Limits to Bureaucide, International Institute for Administrative 
Sciences, Budapest Hungary, August 30-September 2, 1988. 

81. The Limits to Coercive Consociationalism, Institute for Advanced 
Legal Studies, University of London, April 1988. 

82. The Abolition of Metropolitan Governments, a Press and Television 
Conference at the Barcelona Metropolitan Corporation, December 
1987. 

83. Theories of Decentralization,  Hellenic Agency for Local 
Development and Local Government, Athens, November 1986. 

84. Tales of Two Cities, London-Paris Group, Maison Français, Oxford, 
September 1986. 

85. The Death of London Metropolitan Government’, London-Paris 
Group, University of Paris 2, January 1985. 

86. The GLC, Tolstoy, and Nietzsche, Urban Politics Group, Political 
Studies Association, London, July 1984.  

SAMPLES OF REVIEWS on PUBLICATIONS  
 
BOOKS 
 
The Future of Kurdistan in Iraq, U Pennsylvania Press,  2005 (with John 
McGarry and Khaled Salih) 
 
Professor L. Carl Brown, Princeton University,  writes in Foreign Affairs 
that the book “adds up to a strong pitch for a viable Kurdistan within an 
Iraq federal state – or even an independent Kurdistan if the several 
contending forces in Iraq will not accept federalism.  Much has happened 
since mid-2004 when this book went to press [but] the analysis and 
prescription presented here remain relevant”, Nov/Dec 2005. 

 
Professor Gregory P. Nowell, State University of New York, “This 
collection of essays is a core resource for anyone with a serious interest in 
Iraq and the U.S. military … a good representation of the major issues 
confronting Kurdistan, Iraq, and their neighbors as of spring 2004… 
Notwithstanding my reservations, these essays deepened my knowledge 
of this critical subject area, and I learned even where I disagreed. I 
recommend the book as a whole and strongly recommend the excellent 
essays authored by Brendan O’Leary and Peter Galbraith”, Publius: the 
Journal of Federalism, 2005. 
 
Robert Olson, University of Kentucky, “When more than one hundred 
London-based diplomats, politicians, journalists, and international affairs 
analysts turn out for a discussion of a book, one knows that the book is 
timely and has something to say about pressing current international 
affairs and about its topic’s potential for impacting regional and 
international geopolitical alignments. This is what happened on 31 May 
2005 at Chatham House, a British think tank associated closely with the 
United Kingdom’s Foreign Ministry. The book discussed  was The Future 
of Kurdistan in Iraq, edited by Brendan O’Leary, John McGarry, and 
Khaled Salih. O’Leary is a noted international authority on various types of 
governmental arrangements, such as federations, confederations, and 
plurifederations…. The principal theoretical projection of the book is in 
chapters 2 and 4, written or co- authored by O’Leary…. The Future of 
Kurdistan in Iraq well deserves the prestigious turnout it produced at 
Chatham House, Mediterranean Quarterly: Fall 2005.” 

 
Professor Tim Dunne, University of Exeter,  writes in the Times Higher 
Education Supplement 07 June 2005:  “[an] outstanding collection” 
which “illustrates[s] the virtue of academic engagement  with current 
predicaments.” 

 
“the first detailed scholarly study of the kind of federation that would best 
serve the interests of the Kurds and the other peoples of Iraq…Highly 
recommended”, Choice, November 2005. 

 
The Northern Ireland Conflict: Consociational Enagagements, Oxford 
2004,with John McGarry 
 
Professor Jennifer Todd of University College Dublin,  writes:  “McGarry 
and O’Leary are undoubtedly the best technicians of consociational 
institutional design and they write with verve and robustness.  They come 
to clear conclusions.  The do not like ambiguity – and if these are 
sometimes proven wrong, they revise them… It is simply the best book on 
institutional design in Northern Ireland going and the authors know it’. 
Field Day (Dublin)  Summer 2005, pp. ** 
 
Richard Bourke of  Queen Mary, University of London writes: ‘For anyone 
with a serious interest in Northern Irish politics, it is certainly an obligatory 
read. It offers a convenient overview of the thinking of two of the leading 
academic defenders of ‘power-sharing arrangements’ in general, and of 
the 1998 Belfast Agreement in particular.  Moreover, throughout these 
essays, the authors emphasise the extent to which Northern Ireland is a 
key resource for comparative political study. Cyprus, Lebanon, Kashmir, 
Kurdistan, Sri Lanka, Nagorno-Karabach and Kosovo are just some of the 
troubled political societies that are invoked by McGarry and O’Leary as 
potentially benefiting from comparison with the case of Northern Ireland. 
And since these chapters together amply justify that claim, it is fair to say 
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that the book as a whole will repay attention not only from those 
concerned with Northern Irish politics per se, but from those with an 
interest in the wider issues of conflict, secession and ‘ethnic’ struggle 
generally… The Northern Ireland Conflict is nonetheless a timely, spirited 
and consistently argued compilation of articles which earnestly seeks to 
marry the virtues of comparative political science with political theory. Its 
particular achievement is that it presents a highly professional account of 
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‘indispensable’, and as demonstrating ‘extremely detailed and careful 
thinking about the myriad intricacies surrounding the ongoing conflict in 
Northern Ireland, as well as what this case can tell us about 
consociational democracy as a potential solution for societies wracked by 
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the gems in the detail”,  September 18, 1999. 
 
Jim Cusack, “This book could be said to come at a crucial point’, Irish 
Times, 17 April 1999. ‘[Police reform] is one of the key questions in the 
North, and this looks like a reasonable and workmanlike effort at 
answering it to everyone’s satisfaction”, Books Ireland, May 1999 
 
Paul Bew of Queen’s University, Belfast: “In this thoughtful work, John 
McGarry and Brendan O’Leary discuss reasoned proposals to help create 
impartial, decentralized, demilitarized and democratically accountable 
policing services... Some of these ideas are worthy of very serious 
consideration”, Times Literary Supplement, July 30, 1999, p.27. 
 
Fintan O’Toole, journalist and writer,  “lucid and insightful”, Irish Times, 
May 9, 2000. 

 
Darach MacDonald, “cogent, logical and well-documented...essential 
reading”, Ireland on Sunday, 4 April 1999. 
 
Professor Adrian Guelke of Queen’s University Belfast writes in the 
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set up under the Good Friday Agreement’. 
 
Explaining Northern Ireland, Basil Blackwell, 1995. With John McGarry.  
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experts not only on Northern Ireland but on ethnic conflict in many other 
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text for undergraduate and postgraduate courses on contemporary 
Northern Irish politics’, Political Studies, 44, 2,1996: 360. 
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1995, p. 1256. 
 
The Politics of Ethnic Conflict Regulation, Routledge 1993. (ed.) With 
John McGarry.  
 
William Gutteridge describes this as 'useful and remarkably 
comprehensive', Conflict Bulletin, Spring, 1994. 
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Andrew Wilson of Loyola University, Chicago describes it as ‘an important 
resource for all those concerned with the political future of [Northern 
Ireland] and for those interested in the general problems of nationalism, 
regionalism, and ethnicity’, Canadian Review of Studies in Nationalism, 
XXI, 1-2, 1994: 123. 
 
The Asiatic Mode of Production, Blackwell 1989 
 
Professor Ernest Gellner, University of Cambridge, wrote in the Preface of 
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a superb and authoritative guide both to the logic and the history of the 
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Dr. T.V. Sathyamurthy, York University, wrote, The Times Higher 
Education Supplement, 30.3. 1990 writes ‘Brendan O’Leary has written 
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‘Theories of the State is the type of text that undergraduates reading 
social sciences (or simply taking one of them as an option) have been 
crying out for.’ Dino Joannides, West European Politics, 1989, 12, 1., p. 
211 
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Professor John Dunn, University of Cambridge, Government and 
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REVIEWS of ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS in recent edited volumes  
 
• Chapter in J. McGarry (ed.) Northern Ireland and the Divided World 
2001  
 
“John McGarry and a distinguished group of comparativists have 
produced a volume important not only for scholars interested in the study 
of Northern Ireland but also for those concerned with ethnic conflict and 
nationalism generally…. In an insightful analysis of the 1998 agreement, 
Brendan O'Leary emphasizes the need for a consociational and 
confederal settlement in such circumstances as the Northern Ireland 
conflict. He argues that one significant flaw in the agreement is the British 
Parliament's capacity to override its provisions, as it did in temporarily 
suspending the Northern Irish Assembly in the year 2000. O'Leary also 
takes issue with Arend Lijphart's work on the optimal electoral 
mechanisms within consociational frameworks”,  David. E. Schmidt, 
Northeastern University, American Political Science Review (2002), 96: 
857-858 
 
“O’Leary’s analysis of the Agreement is a major strength of this volume … 
His conclusion is both straightforward and convincing..”, Prof. Sumantra 
Bose, Nations and Nationalism, (2002) 8, 4: 565.  
 
• Chapter in Pippa Norris (ed.) Britain Votes 2001. 
“But the chapter on Northern Ireland – by Mitchell, O’Leary and Evans – is 
excellent, providing substantial insights into the events in the one part of 
the country where major changes took place, and which have significant 
implications”, Prof. Ron Johnston, Party Politics, 8 (September 2002 
 
• Chapter on Gellner in J.A. Hall (ed.) The State of the Nation (1998). 
 
“the most comprehensive examination of Gellner's theory itself is offered 
by Brendan O'Leary”, Prof. Margaret Canovan, American Political 
Science Review, 1999, Dec. 
 
“Brendan O’Leary presents a magisterial critique in a fifty page paper. 
….This masterful essay, which every sociologist should read, is followed 
by several focused critiques”. Pradeep Bandyopadhyay, Canadian 
Journal of Sociology Online January - February 2000 
 
“The reader will probably find that Brendan O’Leary’s chapter provides an 
excellent, overall discussion approach of Gellner’s approach to 
nationalism”. Josep R. Llobera, The Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute, 5, 4: 662. 
 


